
 

Lion and The Little Red Bird  by Elisa Kleven:  

Supporting Dual Language Learners with Focus Word Visuals 
 
*Introducing the focus words with visuals, a child-friendly definition, and connecting the 
word in English to the word in the home or first language briefly before beginning a START 
read supports dual language learners’ story comprehension and vocabulary learning. In this 
resource, you will see the focus words translated into Spanish in red. In parentheses, you 
will see the phonetic pronunciation of this word in Spanish. Use tools like Google translate 
to listen to the word in Spanish before sharing to practice the pronunciation. If children in 
your classroom speak another home or first language than Spanish, ask colleagues or families 
how to translate the focus words or use online tools to look up the words in this 
language. Instructions: Print this document and cut out the focus words before sharing the 
story with your children. We suggest introducing them before the STATE of the START read. You 
can say something like, "before reading our story, I want to share some special words you are 
going to hear in this story." Don't quiz children; just quickly introduce the words and begin 
the START read. 

 

 

 
 

Mystery/ misterio (mih-stair-ee-oh)- something you cannot explain 



 

 

 
 

Communicate/comunicar (co-moon-ee-car) how we let people know what we 

are thinking or feeling 

 



 

                                    
 

Curious/Curioso (core-ee-oh-so)-  you really want to know about 

something 

 

           
 

Amazed/asombrado (ah-som-brah-dough)- can hardly believe it 
 



 

 


